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ORIGIN NEA-12 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO USSS-00 PCH-08 CCO-OO SSO-OO 
NSCE-00 CIAE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 
PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 ACDA-19 10-14 INRE-00 
EB-11 AID-20 USIE-00 ARA-16 EA-11 EUR-25 INT-08 
SCEM-02 SCI-06 /225 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA TASK FORCE:WTCLUVERIUS 
APPROVED BY NEA TASK FORCE - HHSTACKHOUSE 
S/S-O R. ELTZ 

125148 

O 170323Z OCT 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO ALL DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR POSTS IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT IMMEDIATE 

USDEL SALT TWO IMMEDIATE 

SECDEF IMMEDIATE 

JCS/NMCC IMMEDIATE 

CINCEUR IMMEDIATE 

CINCLANT IMMEDIATE 

CINCRED IMMEDIATE 

CSA IMMEDIATE 

CSAF IMMEDIATE 

CNO IMMEDIATE 

CMC IMMEDIATE 

MAC SCOTT AFB ILL IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY SUVA BY POUCH 

AMEMBASSY BANJUL BY POUCH 

AMCONSUL CURACAO BY POUCH 

AMCONSUL MARTINIQUE BY POUCH 
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BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: XX 

SUB J : MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 

1. FOLLOWING FYI IS MIDDLE EAST SITUATION THROUGH 
EVENING OCT. 16. 

2. MILITARY SITUATION. TANK AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES 
ON BOTH FRONTS LASTED THROUGH NIGHT OCT. 15/16. ISRAELI 
NAVY HIT EGYPTIAN COAST DURING NIGHT, REPORTEDLY SCORING 
AGAINST EGYPTIAN RADAR SITES NEAR ALEXANDRIA. DAWN 
SYRIAN-IRAQI COUNTERATTACK ON PORTION ISRAELI LINE RE- 
PULSED BY IDF WHICH CLAIMS TO HAVE KNOCKED OUT 100 TANKS 
IN THIS ACTION. IDF CLAIMS IT SHOT DOWN 10 AIRCRAFT 

ON SYRIAN FRONT OCT 16 AND 12 ON EGYPTIAN. MRS. MEIR 
SAID IN SPEECH TO KNESSET THAT IDF FORCE OPERATING WEST 
OF CANAL; IDF LATER SAID FORCE WAS COMMANDO RAID. INCLUDING 
SOME ARMOR. DIRECTED AGAINST ARTILLERY AND AIR DEFENSE 
BATTERIES. AS OF END FIGHTING DAY IN MIDDLE EAST THERE 
HAD BEEN NO CONFIRMED MAJOR SHIFTS IN BATTLE LINES, THOUGH 
U.S. MEDIA REPORT THAT ISRAELIS HAVE TURNED 

EGYPTIAN FLANK IN SOUTHERN CANAL AREA. 

3. JORDANIAN FORCES SAW ACTION OCT. 16, APPARENTLY AS 
LEFT WING OF SYRIAN-IRAQI COUNTERATTACK. ISRAELIS CLAIM 

30 JORDANIAN TANKS KNOCKED OUT BEFORE JORDANIANS WITHDREW. 
JORDANIAN MEDIA ANNOUNCED ACTION BY THEIR FORCES. SAUDI 
TROOPS NOT YET IN ARAB BATTLE LINE. IDF BRIEFING OFFICER 
SAID TODAY THAT ONE OF IDF OBJECTIVES WILL BE TO THROW 
IDF AGAINST EACH OF NATIONAL CONTINGENTS ARRIVING ON 
SCENE BEFORE THEY CAN BECOME COORDINATED FORCE. 

4. DIA ESTIMATES CASUALTIES AND EQUIPMENT LOSSES THROUGH 
OCT. 15 AS FOLLOWS: 

ARABS: PERSONNEL (KIA AND WIA) 17,000, TANKS 1,400, 
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AIRCRAFT 270, SHIPS 20. 

ISRAEL: PERSONNEL (KIA AND WIA) 3,300, TANKS 800, AIRCRAFT 
95, SHIPS 3. 

5. OIL WEAPON WAS USED TODAY WHEN SAUDIS CALLED IN EC 
AMBASSADORS AND, IN AIDE MEMOIRE, URGED EC COUNTRIES 
INFLUENCE USG TO CHANGE MIDDLE EAST POLICY. SAUDIS SAID 
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KING FAISAL MUST REACT TO US RESUPPLY OF ISRAEL AND MOST 
LIKELY TO DO SO BY DECREASE IN OIL PRODUCTION, DECREASE 
WHICH WILL HURT EC COUNTRIES FIRST. 

6. SOVIET RESUPPLY OF ARABS APPROACHES 400 FLIGHTS 
AND SOME 5,000 TONS OF MATERIEL. SOVIET RESUPPLY 

BY SHIP ALSO IS REPORTED. PRIME MINISTER KOSYGIN ARRIVED 
IN CAIRO LATE OCT. 16, OFFICIAL MOSCOW ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
HIS VISIT EXPECTED OCT. 17. 

7. ARAB REACTIONS TO OUR RESUPPLY EFFORT AS NEGATIVE AS 
EXPECTED BUT SO FAR NO ANTI-AMERICAN VIOLENCE IN ARAB 
WORLD, THOUGH MUSLIM STUDENTS IN KUALA LUMPUR BROKE 
WINDOWS IN USIS FACILITY DURING DEMONSTRATION. ANTI- 
AMERICAN TEMPERATURE WILL LIKELY RISE, HOWEVER, AS RE- 
SUPPLY GIVEN FURTHER, MORE DETAILED PLAY IN ARAB MEDIA. KISSINGER 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED ABOVE ADDRESSEES. 
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